




“To clasp the hands in prayer is the 
beginning of an uprising against the 

disorder of this world” 

Karl Barth



“Your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven” 

Jesus in Matthew 6:10





“Just over half of all adults 
in the UK pray…Among 

the non-religious, 
personal crisis or tragedy 

is the most common 
reason for praying, with 
one in four saying they 
pray to gain comfort or 

feel less lonely.” 

ComRes1 Survey 2018



The 8th Day



SUN MON TUES WED THU FRI SAT 8TH



8TH
Open to eternity

SUN SAT
The limits of this world



“open to eternity and 
transparent to the Kingdom” 

Alexander Schmemann



Bright Week8TH



Bright Week 7



Take the life of the ‘8th’ into the 
realms of the ‘7’



“Where will you find the baptised 
people? In the neighbourhood of 

chaos” 

Rowan Williams



“the gathering of the baptised people is 
therefore not a convocation of those who 
are privileged, elite and separate, but of 
those who have accepted what it means 

to be in the heart of the needy, 
contaminated, messy world” 

Rowan Williams 



A Prophetic People



“imagination is a danger. Thus every 
totalitarian regime is frightened of the 

artist. It is the vocation of the prophet to 
keep alive the ministry of imagination, to 
keep on conjuring and proposing futures 

alternative to the single one the king 
wants to urge as the only thinkable one.” 

Walter Brueggemann



“the world is full of echoes, what it 
desperately needs is voices” 

Mike PIlavachi



How do we live as people of the 8th 
day in the midst of the 7? As a 

prophetic people?



A people who pray



Hopelessness

Desensitisation

Isolation

Disconnection



Disconnection

Devotional 
prayer



Busyness, distraction, fullness can 
lead to disconnection



"In our worried, overfilled lives, it is clear that we are usually 
surrounded by so much outer noise that it is hard to hear 

our God when he is speaking to us. We have often become 
deaf, unable to know when God calls us and unable to 
understand in which direction he calls us…If we really 

believe not only that God exists but also that he is actively 
present in our lives – healing, teaching, and guiding – we 

need to set aside a time and space to give him our 
undivided attention” 

Henri Nouwen



“Remain in me, as I also remain in you. 
No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 

must remain in the vine. Neither can 
you bear fruit unless you remain in 

me.” 

Jesus in John 15:4



“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and 
they follow me. ” 

Jesus in John 10:27



“Then Moses said to him, ‘If your Presence does 
not go with us, do not send us up from here. 

16 How will anyone know that you are pleased 
with me and with your people unless you go with 
us? What else will distinguish me and your people 

from all the other people on the face of the 
earth?’.” 

Moses in Exodus 33:15-16



Isolation

Communal 
prayer



Busyness, shame, pride, self-
sufficiency can lead to isolation



Aaron 

Exodus 17: Aaron, Moses and Hur 
Exodus 28: priestly breastplate



“36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called 
Gethsemane, and he said to them, ‘Sit here while I go 

over there and pray.’ 37 He took Peter and the two sons 
of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be 

sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, ‘My 
soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. 

Stay here and keep watch with me.’” 

Matthew 26:36-38



Hopelessness

Persistent 
prayer



Waiting, confusion, disappointment, 
failure can lead to hopelessness



• Over-realised eschatology: the 
Kingdom is fully here now 

• Under-realised eschatology: the 
kingdom is only in the future 

• Inaugurated eschatology: a 
growing kingdom



Parable of Mustard Seed 

Matthew 13



Parable of Persistent Widow 

Luke 18



Birmingham



“Faith is deliberate confidence in the 
character of God who’s ways we do not 

understand at the time” 

Oswald Chambers



“Never be afraid to trust and unknown 
future to a known God” 

Corrie Ten Boom



In a time of a growing kingdom, we 
have to be people who hold on to 

hope



“We are ordained of God to be people of hope. It is there 
by virtue of our being in the image of the promissory 
God…hope is the decision to which God invites his 

people; a decision against despair, against permanent 
consignment to chaos, oppression, barrenness, and 

exile..” 

Walter Brueggemann



Desensitisation

Intercessory 
prayer



Saturation with the brokenness of 
world as it is can lead to 

desensitisation



“There are some things in our nation and in our world to which I’m 
proud to be maladjusted… I never intend to adjust myself to 

segregation and discrimination. I never intend to become adjusted 
to religious bigotry. I never intend to adjust myself to economic 

conditions that will take necessities from the many to give luxuries to 
the few, and leave millions of people perishing on a lonely island of 
poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of prosperity…through such 

maladjustment we will be able to emerge from the bleak and 
desolate midnight of man’s inhumanity to man, into the bright and 

glittering daybreak of freedom and justice.” 

“Don’t sleep through the revolution” lecture, Martin Luther King Jr



Desensitisation

Intercessory 
prayer

La
m
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“And when Jesus drew near and saw 
the city, he wept over it” 

Luke 19:41



• A devotional prayer life where we stay intimate with 
the person of Jesus sustained by his presence  

• A communal prayer life where we contend for 
breakthrough in each others’ lives 

• A persistent prayer life where we push through the 
disappointments of life and stay full of hope 

• An intercessory prayer life where we don’t give up 
on the world or get adjusted to its brokenness bt 

keep imagining what it could be 

…we will see the beginning of an uprising 
against the disorder of this world




