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Misdirected loves lead to misdirected lives





War on cynicism

War on Entitlement

War on apathy



Those that confuse God’s promised gift as their personal right
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Snatchers

Pharisees 
(Religion) 

Sadducees 
(Compromise) 

Zealots 
(Warfare) 

Essenes 
(Withdrawal)

Establishing the kingdom through obedience to the law

Establishing the kingdom by partnering with Rome

Establishing the kingdom by conquering Rome

Establishing the kingdom by withdrawing from Rome
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WAR = Self-sufficiency vs faith
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War on cynicism

developing a default posture of unbelief
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Mark 8:8-13 NIV 
[8] The people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up 
seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. [9] About four 
thousand were present. After he had sent them away, [10] he got into the 
boat with his disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha. [11] The 
Pharisees came and began to question Jesus. To test him, they asked 
him for a sign from heaven. [12] He sighed deeply and said, “Why does 
this generation ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to 
it.” [13] Then he left them, got back into the boat and crossed to the other 
side.



Mark 8:14-21 NIV 
[14] The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for one loaf they had 
with them in the boat. [15] “Be careful,” Jesus warned them. “Watch out for 
the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod.” [16] They discussed this with 
one another and said, “It is because we have no bread.” [17] Aware of their 
discussion, Jesus asked them: “Why are you talking about having no 
bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? [18] 
Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don't you 
remember? [19] When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how 
many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?” “Twelve,” they replied. [20] 
“And when I broke the seven loaves for the four thousand, how many 
basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?” They answered, “Seven.” [21] He said 
to them, “Do you still not understand?”
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Yeast of Pharisees = hardness of heart



Yeast of Pharisees = hardness of heart

Matthew 13:58 NIV 
[58] And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.

Cynicism

Luke 8:51-55 NIV 
[51] When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and 
James, and the child's father and mother. [52] Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for 
her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She is not dead but asleep.” [53] They laughed at him, knowing that she 
was dead. [54] But he took her by the hand and said, “My child, get up!” [55] Her spirit returned, and at 

once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat.
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Philippians 4:11-13 NIV 
... for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. [12] 
I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. 
I have learned the secret of being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in 
want. [13] I can do all things through him who gives me strength.
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The Key to Contentment - Stoic Philosophy

1. Eliminate all desire.  
They believed that contentment consisted not in possessing much but in 
wanting little. ‘If you want to make a man happy, add not to his possessions, 
but take away from his desires.’ 



1. Eliminate all desire.  
They believed that contentment consisted not in possessing much but in 
wanting little. ‘If you want to make a man happy, add not to his possessions, 
but take away from his desires.’ 

2. Eliminate all emotion.  
Epictetus (a Stoic philosopher) says “Begin with a cup or a household utensil; if 
it breaks, say: “I don’t care.” Go on to a horse or pet dog; if anything happens 
to it, say: I don’t care.” Go on to yourself, and if you are hurt or injured in 
anyway, say: “I don’t care.” If you go on long enough, and if you try hard 
enough, you will come to a stage when you can watch your nearest and 
dearest suffer and die, and say: I don’t care.”

The Key to Contentment - Stoic Philosophy



Autarkes

Eliminate 
emotion

Eliminate 
desire



Autarkes

Eliminate 
emotion

Eliminate 
desire

D
e
ad
n
e
s
s



Entitlement

Cynics

Snatchers

Apath
y

Exhausted

Despair



Entitlement

Cynics

Snatchers

Des
irin

g j
esu

s

Share sufferings of jesus
Joy

Contentment 

Joy

Contentment 
Elim

inat
e d

esir
e

Eliminate emotion

Philippians 3:10-11 NIV 
I want to know Christ...

Philippians 3:10-11 NIV 
yes, to know... and participation in 
his sufferings



Philippians 4:4-7 NIV 
[4] Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! [5] Let your 
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. [6] Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. [7] And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.

Gratitude + prayer + joy = peace 
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Culture of hope




