


Self-sufficiency 
Status

Comfort
Dividing walls
Entitlement

Shame

Exhaustion
Insecurity
Numbness

Disconnection
Jealousy
Hiding

Misdirected loves lead to misdirected lives
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Five Needs that Status 
Appears to Meet

Safety 
Attention 

Power 
Approval 
Success 



Inner Circle



As long as you are governed by that desire you 
will never get what you want. You are trying to 

peel an onion: if you succeed there will be 
nothing left. Until you conquer the fear of being 

an outsider, an outsider you will remain.

CS Lewis 
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Am I loved?



Once food and shelter have been secured, the 
predominant impulse behind our desire for success in 

the social hierarchy may not lie so much with the 
goods we can accrue or the power we can wield, as 

with the amount of love we stand to receive as a 
consequence of high status. Money, fame and 

influence may be valued more as tokens of - and as a 
means to - love rather than as ends in themselves. 

Alain De Botton
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Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance 
as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a 
cross! 
  
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father. 

Philippians 2:5-11



Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others 
above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of 
the others.  In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ 
Jesus: 

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance 
as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a 
cross! 
  
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father. 

Philippians 2:3-11
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Worship 



In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and 
exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the 

temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two 
wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and 

with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and 
the temple was filled with smoke. 

 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and 
I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the 

King, the Lord Almighty.” 

Isaiah 6:1-6
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When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let 
down the nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night 
and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets 
began to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help 
them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, 
Lord; I am a sinful man!” For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch 
of fish they had taken, and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s 
partners.  

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” So 
they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 

Luke 5:4-11
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