


The chief end of man



The chief end of man
Is to glorify god and enjoy him forever. 

Shorter Westminster catechism, 1647. 



Kingdom 

Misdirected loves lead to misdirected lives



Every system is perfectly designed to get the 
results it gets
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What’s the remedy?

















Hebrews 10:19-20 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have 
confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood 
of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us 
through the curtain, that is, his body…

Matthew 27:50-53 NIV 

[50] And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, 
he gave up his spirit. [51] At that moment the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The 
earth shook, the rocks split [52] and the tombs broke 
open. The bodies of many holy people who had died 
were raised to life. [53] They came out of the tombs 
after Jesus' resurrection and went into the holy city and 
appeared to many people.
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1 Peter 2:9-10 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you 
may declare the praises of him who called you 
out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once 
you were not a people, but now you are the 
people of God; once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy.
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Galatians 3 

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 
faith, 27 for all of you who were baptised into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew 
nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.
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Ephesians 2 

11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called ‘uncircumcised’ by 
those who call themselves ‘the circumcision’ (which is done in the body by human hands) –
 12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel 
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But 
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the 
dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. 
His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and 
in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their 
hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were 
near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people 
and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and 
rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become 
a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.



The church is a whore, but she is our mother.  

Augustine



How do we incarnate this message of 
reconciliation?



1. Lay aside hatred 



1. Lay aside hatred 

Luke 6:27-28 NIV 
[27] “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, [28] bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.

1 John 4:20-21 NIV 
[20] Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever 
does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, 
whom they have not seen. [21] And he has given us this command: Anyone who 
loves God must also love their brother and sister.



1. Lay aside hatred 

2. Lay down power  



Philippians 2:6-8 NIV 
[6] Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
used to his own advantage; [7] rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. [8] And being found in appearance 
as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death---even death on a cross!

Matthew 20:25-28 NIV 
[25] Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. [26] Not so with you. 
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, [27] and 
whoever wants to be first must be your slave--- [28] just as the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

1. Lay aside hatred 

2. Lay down power  



1. Lay aside hatred 

2. Lay down power  

3. Lay down Rights 



Mark 8:34 NIV 
[34] Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever 
wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me.
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Matthew 10:1-4 NIV 
[1] Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure 
spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. [2] These are the names of the twelve 
apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of 
Zebedee, and his brother John; [3] Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the 
tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; [4] Simon the Zealot and Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed him.
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2. Lay down power  

3. Lay down Rights 

4. Lay the table





1 Corinthians 11:23-26 NIV 
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, [24] and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance 
of me.” [25] In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” [26] For 
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he 
comes.
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